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We rejoice that, as a result of the negotiations, a treaty has been
made with the independent Moslem kingdom of Afghanistan,
based upon mutual good-will and friendship, which will, I trust,
long endure and ever gain strength.

gal National Chamber
of Commerce on 8th December at Calcutta

Mr. President and gentlemen: I am very glad to have this
opportunity of meeting you and of receiving the address of wel-
come which you have been good enough to present to me. I
always attach importance to a welcome from Chambers of
Commerce, and from those who are engaged in commercial
pursuits, more especially in the great trading centre of Calcutta
with its famed port and river, with its ships coming and going on
that river in constant succession, ever since the very early days
when it was a very small place, very different from the Calcutta
we now see. I attribute special value to an appreciation of the
views of a commercial community both here and elsewhere. I
have seen enough of trade, commerce and industry in my life,
not in my own active pursuits, but in the studies that I have
had to make of commercial and industrial problems, to realize
how important they are to the material welfare of the community,
and it requires but little knowledge of human nature to appreciate
the value of material welfare upon the moral elevation of the
community. And now, gentlemen, you express the wish that I
may come to Calcutta every year. You may depend upon it
that so far as it will rest within my powers I shall make every
endeavour to return to Calcutta. I enjoy every moment of it
whilst I am here, more especially because I have the advantage
of being here during the cold weather, but its size, its broad
streets, its importance in the history of India and in the prosper-
ity of India at this moment woxild alone suffice to make Calcutta
of the greatest attraction. So far as I can judge there are
opportunities afforded me here which are not always available,
and I esteem it a privilege that I shall, during my stay, find
many means of coining in contact with your manufacturers, with
your financiers, with your merchants, with your shipping indus-
try, with that vast concourse of people who help to make, the
trade of the country, who are known as agents or intermediaries,
and generally with all that aggregation of human beings who
together establish the importance, from a commercial aspect.